
 

 

Meeting Minutes – Special Meeting October 14, 2013 

 

Board of Directors of the Quail Ridge Domestic Water Improvement District 

October 14, 2013 – 6:30 p.m. 

Mingus Springs Charter School 

3600 N. Sunset Drive, Chino Valley, Arizona 

 
District Board Meeting Guidelines:  the meeting will be held in accordance with A.R.S. Title 38 Open Meeting Laws.  The Board 

may vote to go into executive session on any agenda item, pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(3) for legal advice with the District’s 

attorney on matters as set forth in the agenda item.  The following topics and any variables thereto will be subject to Board 

consideration, discussion, approval, or other action.  All items are set for possible action. 

 

1.  Call to Order – the regular meeting was called to order at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

 

2.  Present were:  Chris Peters, Chairman, Harry Paul, Vice Chairman, Don Walski, Treasurer, Richard 

Byerrum, Board Member and Milt Voight, Board Member. 

 

3. Public Comment Period:  Individuals may address the Board for up to three (3) minutes on any relevant 

issue within the Board’s jurisdiction.  Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.01(H), Board members shall not discuss or 

take action on matters raised during call to the public.  The Board may direct staff to study the matter or 

direct that matter be rescheduled for consideration at a later date. 

David Tullis addressed the board regarding the lack of signs being posted for this meeting, he stated that 

the District’s money had been spent for purchase of the signs and wanted to know why they were not put 

up.  His second inquiry was regarding why a special meeting was necessary and he thought there would 

be outside experts to discuss the media exchange. 

Don Walski responded that the signs were not paid for by the District; the signs were made by them at 

their expense and are put up and taken down by them solely for the purpose of notification of the 

community of the meetings.  Mr. Walski stated that there was an action item at the last meeting which 

was the scheduling of a special meeting to discuss the current agenda items to eliminate excess time 

spent at the regular meetings.  Mr. Walski also stated that the open comment period in the last two 

meetings was abused and people were getting carried away, he stated that it is the Board’s discretion to 

address items brought up during the Public Comment Sessions. 

Richard Byerrum stated that Mr. Walski keeps bring up how much money is being saved, but he has yet to 

see where any money has been saved, only more money has been spent.  He stated that Mr. Walski has 

sued Mr. Byerrum and the Board’s insurance policy would be paying for his defense and next year’s 

premium would be higher because of that. 

 

 **the following two agenda items were taken out of order; media was discussed first and blending was 

subsequently addressed ** 

5. Discussion and possible action regarding review of information collected related to media exchange. 

Don Walski presented to the board various charts, data, research and proposals regarding types of media 

that has been used in the system in the past and other options that could be used going forward.  Mr. 

Walski discussed his concern that the media that was changed in March 2010 lasted 27 month’s however 

based on the current arsenic readings the media that was changed in June 2012 does not seem like it will 

last more than 18 months.  He had done research to find out why, and whether other media types such as 

Silica or Vanadium would be more affordable and may last longer.  He stated that the type of media 

change out that took place in 2010 was Bayoxide – E33 GFO; however the Fann invoice for the media 

exchange in 2012 did not identify what was used, and suggested that Chris call Fann and find out.  Mr. 



 

 

Peters stated that the stand pipe was in full effect during the second change out in 2012 and perhaps that 

may have something to do with why it was not lasting as long.  Mr. Walski responded that the quantity of 

water that was pumped through the system did not go up, it went down.  Mr. Walski said he ran water 

samples himself, sent to Legend and the reading was 49.0 for Silica and .019 for Vanadium; he did not 

believe that was causing the arsenic media to deplete at a more rapid rate.  Mr. Walski discussed his 

inquiries with Canyon State Filtration, LLC, AdEdge, Kevin Larson (Water Plant in Paulden); and Vivian 

Burns with ADEQ.  Kevin Larson from Paulden told him that they have used both sources of media and did 

not note much difference, they are also doing blending and their media is lasting 4 years.  He stated that 

the representative from AdEdge strongly recommended blending, and told him that it was a very simple 

process and our Operator could do it, or they could recommend someone to work with the District’s 

Operator.  Vivian Burns from ADEQ told Mr. Walski there is a $1,500 charge for water treatment and 

blending plans.  Mr. Byerrum asked why the Engineers were not present to present information.  Mr. 

Peters responded that the Board needed to understand how the system works first so they could review 

and discuss outside sources of information. Mr. Walski stated that this was an information meeting only, 

8.0 is the trigger for media exchange, now that they system is at 8.20.  If this research and determination 

is not done in advance there will be no lead time to analyze the spent media in the vessels and eliminate 

other options regarding treatment and blending.  Mr. Peters stated that the bottom line is -  should the 

District stick with the media they had been using or consider something else?  He would contact Fann to 

give an explanation of what they are using and why and if an arsenic sample was in compliance for the 

previous quarter, if so they would have until December 31, 2013 to make a determination of what to do 

next.  The Board decided that Mr. Peters would contact representatives from AdEdge, Canyon State 

Filtration and Fann by conference call to discuss different sources of media and then would call for a 

special meeting to review information presented.    

 

4. Discussion and possible action regarding possible bypass for blending water. 

Mr. Walski stated that he obtained information from Vivian at ADEQ, Jeff Bower from Tres Rios 

Engineering and AdEdge regarding bypass blending.  Tres Rios submitted a proposal for $2,900 for 

engineering; Vivian told him the cost for the permit is $1,500.  Mr. Walski stated that the representatives 

told him that water blending would not work well if there was no storage tank, because it would go into 

the city lines and would not be mixed properly, but that is not the case for QRDWID. Mr. Byerrum stated 

that he wanted someone to come in and explain water blending to the Board.  Mr. Walski stated that 

blending is done at the time you change media for the best results.  It was decided that Mr. Peters would 

get a quote from Fann for water blending.  Mr. Paul noted that Fann told Mr. Byerrum that water 

blending was impossible and told the rest of the board that it was impractical. 

 

6. Discussion and possible action regarding 90 day review of standpipe revenues. 

Mr. Walski began by going over the history for the period of January 2012 through August 2013 with 

regard to revenues vs. direct and related costs. Mr. Walski went over the various mechanical mal- 

functions with the standpipe and the card reader and the costs incurred due to both.  He stated that Jim 

at Fann does not want anything to do with the standpipe when problems occur.  Mr. Walski contacted 

Exacta and was informed that the District is responsible for the maintenance of the Ethernet network, ISP 

or other equipment that may be required. Exacta recommended that the district contracts with a local 

network expert to maintain our network.  Mr. Walski further stated that Mr. Upton from Fann had been 

responsible for this before he moved out of state and provided the district with an expensive proposal 

earlier this year to continue his services.  Mr. Paul stated that the system that was in place was extremely 

antiquated and was made for car wash systems and it was his opinion that it may be difficult to find 

someone to assist with trouble shooting emergencies.  Mr. Walski presented some further facts and 

figures regarding the costs associated with the standpipe and noted that even though they increased the 



 

 

price to $7.80 that amount included sales tax that had to be remitted to the state each month.  Mr. 

Walski suggested that the standpipe is losing money for the district and needed to be shut down.  Mr. 

Byerrum stated that he completely disagreed and sent out an e-mail to the Board after Mr. Walski’s last 

presentation refuting each of his claims. Mr. Paul requested that Mr. Byerrum bring his facts and figures 

to the next meeting to be reviewed by the Board.  Mr. Peters suggested that since they scheduled a 90 

day review of increasing the pricing to determine increased revenues; he thought that they should shut 

down the standpipe for 90 days to review the potential decline in expenses.  

 

Mr. Peters made a motion to shut down the standpipe for 90 days and review related expenses during 

that trial period to determine viability.  Mr. Paul seconded the motion.  Mr. Byerrum voted no, all other 

board members voted yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Mr. Paul made a motion to adjourn the meeting at approximately 8:33 p.m.  Mr. Peters seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

  

 

 

 


